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BOSTON. 


STATUTE AND ORDINANCE 


IN RELATION TO THE 


PUBLIC LIBRARY. 


Ix Boarp oF ALDERMEN, April 22, 1878. 
Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


Attest : 
) S. F. McCLEARY, City Clerk. 


[Acts 1878, CHaprer 114.] 


ae Act to incorporate the trustees of the public library of the city 
of Boston. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General 
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows : — 


Srction 1. The trustees of the public library of the city of 
Boston for the time being are hereby made a corporation by the 
name of the Trustees of the Public Library of the City of Boston ; 
and said trustees and their successors in office shall continue a body 
corporate for the purposes hereinafter set forth, with all the powers 
and privileges and. subject to all the duties, restrictions, and liabili- 
ties in the general laws relating to such corporations. 

Sor. 2. Said corporation shall have authority to take and hold 
real and personal estate to an amount not exceeding one million dol- 
lars, which may be given, granted, bequeathed, or devised to it, and 
accepted by the trustees for the benefit of the public library of the 
city of Boston, or any branch library, or any purpose connected 
therewith. Money received by it shall be invested by the treas- 
urer of the city of Boston, under the direction of the finance 
committee of said city; and all securities belonging to said cor- 
poration shall be placed in the custody of said treasurer: provided, 
always, that both the principal and income thereof shall be appro- 
priated according to the terms of the donation, devise, or bequest, 
under the direction of the said corporation. | 


i 


a 


» | 
7 ¢ . * 
an 4 
Bee ‘ 
\ ” 


2 -Crry Document No. 40. 


Srot. 3. The trustees of the public library shall be seven in 
number. Inthe month of April, in the year eighteen hundred and 
seventy-eight, and annually thereafter in the month of January, 
the city council shall elect by concurrent vote of the two branches — 
one member of the board of aldermen and one member of the 
common council to be members of said board of trustees, to hold 
their office during the remainder of the municipal year in which 
they are elected and until others are elected in their places. 
And in the month of April, in the year eighteen hundred and 
seventy-eight, the mayor shall appoint, subject to:‘the confirmation 
of the city council, five citizens of Boston, not members of the 
city council, to be members of the board of trustees of the public 
library, one of whom shall hold office for five years, one for four 
years, one for three years, one for two years, and one for one year ; 
and upon such election and such appointment and confirmation the 
terms of office of the trustees of the public library then holding office 
shall cease and determine. And annually thereafter, in the month 
of April in each year, the mayor shall appoint, subject to the 
confirmation of the city council, one citizen at large as a trustee of 
the public library, to serve for a term of five years from the first 
Monday in May in the year in which he shall be appointed. The 
trustees shall at all times be subject to removal from office for 
cause, by a vote of two-thirds of each branch of the city council 
present and voting thereon. Whenever any vacancy shall occur 
in said board of trustees by death, resignation, or otherwise, said 
vacancy shall be filled by the appointment in the manner aforesaid 
of another trustee, who shall hold his office for the residue of the 
unexpired term. No member of said board of trustees shall re- 
ceive any pecuniary compensation for his services. 

Sect. 4. The members of said board shall meet for organization 
on the first Monday of each May, and choose one of their number 
as president. They shall have power to make such rules and 
regulations relating to said public library and its branches, and its 
officers and servants, and to fix and enforce penalties for the viola- 
tion of such rules and regulations, as they may deem expedient, 
provided that the same shall not be inconsistent with the provisions 
of this act, and shall be subject at all times to such limitations, 
restrictions, and amendments as the city council may direct. 

Sect. 5. The said trustees shall have the general care and 
control of the central public library now located in Boylston street — 
in said city, and of all branches thereof which have been or which 
may hereafter be established, together with the buildings and ~ 
rooms containing the same, and the fixtures and furniture con- — 
nected therewith, and also of the expenditures of the moneys 
appropriated therefor. | 

Sect. 6. The said board of trustees may appoint a superin- 
tendent or librarian with such. assistants and subordinate officers 
as they may think necessary or expedient, and. may remove the 
same, and fix their compensation; provided, that the amount thus 
paid shall not exceed the sum appropriated by the city couneil for 
that item of expense, and the income of any moneys which may 
lawfully be appropriated for the same purpose from funds or prop- 
erty held by said trustees under the provisions of this act. 
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Sect. 8. The city council shall have power to pass such ordi- 
nances not inconsistent herewith or repugnant to other laws of the 
Commonwealth as to the duties and authority of said board as 
they may from time to time deem expedient. 

Sect. 8. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved 


April 4, 1878.] 


City or Boston, in Boarp oF ALDERMEN, 
| April 22, 1878. 

The Committee on Ordinances, who were requested to re- 
port such amendments to the ordinance in relation to the 
Public Library as may be rendered necessary by chapter 114 
of the Acts of the year 1878, having considered the subject, 
respectfully recommend the passage of the accompanying 
ordinance. 


For the Committee, 


CURTIS GUILD, 
Chairman. 


AN ORDINANCE IN RELATION TO THE PuBLIc. LIBRARY: 


Be it ordained, etc. : — 


Section 1. In the month of January, in each year, there 
shall be appointed a Joint Committee of the City Council, to 
be called the Committee on the Public Library, to whom all 
matters relating to the Public Library within the jurisdiction 
of the City Council shall be referred, unless otherwise ordered 
by the City Council. 

Sect. 2. The Trustees of the Public Library shall an- 
nually, on or before the 15th day of February, send to the 
Joint Standing Committee of the City Council on the Public 
Library an estimate in detail of the appropriations required 
by that corporation during the financial year next ensuing, 


and also an estimate of the income to be derived from any 


funds or other investments under the control of said 
Trustees. 

Sect. 3. The Trustees shall annually, in the month of 
May or June, present to the City Council a report made up 


to and including the thirtieth day of the preceding April, 
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containing a statement of the condition of the Library, 
the number of books that have been added during the past 
year, with an account of all the receipts and expenditures, 


together with such information or suggestions as they may 


deem important; and they shall, at the same time, transmit 


to the City Council the annual report of the Committee for 


the Examination of the Library, hereinafter mentioned. 


Srecr. 4. The Trustees shall annually appoint an Ex-— 


amining Committee of not less than five persons, not members 


of the Board, who, together with a Trustee as Chairman, — 


shall examine the Library, and make a report of its condition 
to the Trustees. 

Sect. 5. In prescribing the regulations for the care and 
use of the books, the Trustees shall adopt such measures as 
shall extend the benefits of the institution as widely as pos- 
sible among the citizens and residents of Boston; and when, 
in their judgment, the public interests will be advanced, the 
Trustees may grant, for a limited period, privileges in the 
Library to other individuals. 

Secr. 6. The Trustees may, from time to time, establish 
Branch Libraries in different sections of the city, provided 
the same be not established until the necessary appropriations 
therefor be duly voted by the City Council. 

Secr. 7. No payment of money shall be made on account 
of the Public Library, except upon requisitions signed by 
the President of the Board of Trustees, under the authority 
of said Board. 

Secr. 8.. The ordinance in relation to the Public Library 
passed Sept. 21, 1869, and reénacted Dec. 23, 1876, is 
hereby repealed. , 
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